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by sea in the month of June. In number and excel-
lence of ships the Hansa had the advantage. The
Ltibeckers were still the best shipbuilders of the
northern world, and many of the Danish and Swedish
vessels sent against them were nothing more than
herring-boats and fishing smacks roughly put on a
war footing. If victory depended on strength and
numbers alone, it seemed assured to the Hansa. Un-
happily, among the many secret methods employed
by the aristocratic party to break the power of the
democratic faction, there existed bribery and cor-
ruption of the ship captains. The usual Hanseatic
concord was absent.

Indeed, herein is to be found in a great measure
the explanation of the ill success of the Hansa.
When Jiirgen Wullenweber dreamed that he would
revive the days and glories of Waidemar Atterdag he
forgot that the burgomasters of those days when they
set out for battle were followed by an army consisting
of the burghers themselves, that, for example, in the
struggle for Scania in 1368, no less than sixteen
hundred citizens gave up their lives to gain a
victory for the League. With the increase of wealth
had grown up, as is usual, an increase of luxury and
idleness. Citizens of rich Hanseatic towns contented
themselves with keeping watch in turns at the city
gates, with defending their own city walls, with inter-
fering in street brawls and keeping order in the town.
But when it came to active fighting, to going abroad
to battle, they preferred to hire the mercenaries with
which Germany was overrun, thanks to the disturbed
state of the land arising out of the continual wars c,f